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St. Lucas, July 28-29, 2018 

More Than Enough 

On the back page of your bulletin every week you will find what we call the 

Stewardship Corner. The information there is a barebones look at our financial 

position as it compares to the budget. This week it reads that we are $94, 451 

behind in our income verses our expenses for the general fund of the church. I was 

in two meetings this week where this was discussed at length, and, to be certain, it 

is troubling. It feels as if the resources we have are scarce. We look at those 

numbers and fear for the future of the church and its ministries. We look at those 

numbers and our thoughts are similar to ‘What are 20 loaves for 100 people?’ or, 

‘what are 5 loaves and 2 fish among thousands?’ In the midst of such anxieties, 

what do these ancient stories of God’s activity in the world have to say to us? How 

might they adjust our vision? 

     Both the 2 Kings story and John’s version of the feeding of the 5000 contain 

throngs of hungry people. The prophet Elisha, and Jesus and his disciples, are 

confronted with vast need; the kind of need that seems overwhelming. Elisha sees 

the need and when he’s presented with these 20 loaves, without hesitation he says, 

“Give it to the people and let them eat.” Immediately his response is met with that 

skepticism of “it’s not enough,” that knee jerk response that so many of us have 

when we first hear God whisper an idea in our ear, or grant us a new dream or 

vision for our lives or a ministry of the church. Our first reaction tends to go to the 

‘Why not’ or ‘there’s no way.’ The response of impossibility and scarcity.  However, 
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where we see an insurmountable problem, both Elisha and Jesus saw something 

different. They didn’t look upon the hungry and the resources at hand and see 

impossibility and scarcity, they saw possibility, and the potential for abundance 

and the goodness of God to break into a moment. They saw that there was enough 

there that when given to God’s hands to meet the needs before them, it would more 

than do so. When Elisha’s servant gives the food to the people, just as God had 

promised through the prophet, everybody ate, and they had some left. In the 

Gospel of John, the same is true of Jesus’ actions.  

     Jesus sees thousands of hungry people before him, he asks how they will feed 

them, and the disciples believe that what they have access to is too small to meet 

the needs of the people, but Jesus knows what is possible through God. So everyone 

sits down in the grass, a green pasture if you will, and Jesus takes the loaves and 

gives thanks to God. After giving thanks, the food begins to be distributed. Loaves 

are being passed around, as are fish, and people aren’t just taking a little bit, they 

are taking as much as they want. This, as it turns out, is no subsistence meal but a 

feast. The people are fed and they eat until they are satisfied. At the end of the 

feast, everything is gathered up and there is enough left over to fill 12 baskets! 

What was thought to be too little, when placed faithfully in the hands of God for 

God’s purposes, became more than enough to satisfy the need.  

     I think in our own time of anxiety and perceived scarcity, this text calls us to 

faith, trust, and hope in the God of abundance. It calls us to think in terms of 

possibility and what resources we do have in our possession that we can faithfully 
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give to God’s care for God’s purposes, knowing that what seems impossible for us 

becomes possible through the workings of the Spirit. Can our vision shift from 

perceiving that there’s not enough money or enough people, to seeing that what we 

have in our collective possession is truly more than enough to make God’s 

presence and goodness known and experienced in the world? This is why we exist 

right? We contribute our gifts to this community of faith not merely for 

institutional survival and for our own self-service, we contribute our gifts to this 

community of faith because we know that our gifts are duplicated, that we can do 

more together than we could ever hope to on our own, and because the ministry of 

this congregation makes God’s presence, goodness, and love known to us and to 

our neighbors near and far. We give what we can here, trusting that unimaginable 

goodness will break into the world to show that God’s work in the world did not 

end when Jesus physically left the earth, but continues now as it always has.  

     Did you notice how similar the 2 Kings story and the story from the Gospel are? 

This puts Jesus in continuity with the prophets of Israel to reveal that God was yet 

still present and at work in their midst. The Gospel story, though, even seeks to 

connect Jesus with Moses. The event in John 6 takes place at Passover, which was 

the remembrance of the exodus event when Moses, aided and guided by God, 

liberated Israel from slavery in Egypt. Jesus going up a mountain, the people fed 

from little to nothing, the walking on the water at the end of the passage, they all 

connect back to the Exodus story and depict Jesus as being a continuation of the 

presence of God with the community; a presence meant to meet the needs of the 
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people and make the Kingdom of God a lived reality.  Now, in our own time and 

place, we engage in the mission of God to meet the needs of the people and make 

the Kingdom of God a lived reality as the continuation of Christ’s presence in the 

world. Just as Jesus revealed in his life that God was yet at work, we, too, reveal 

that God is yet at work and has never stopped being at work. We stand in a long 

line of prophets, saints, and faithful people, known and unknown, who gave all they 

had in order to make God’s presence, goodness, love and care known and 

experienced. People like St. Francis, Mother Theresa, Gandhi, Martin Luther King, 

Jr., Oscar Romero, and countless others who were never famous on a large scale 

but whose work was no less important. You probably know some of them, or have 

known them in your life. I met such people in El Salvador just a couple of weeks 

ago.  

     I met a man named Antonio and many who are working alongside him to 

transform their communities. There are about 16 villages in total that are working 

together in a rural area of the country where workers make about $4 a day if they 

can find work. Each of the villages has a leadership team in place with several 

members who are teachers and farmers to strategize, help implement programs, 

and support their communities. Like many others I met, they see not what is 

impossible, but what is possible with the gifts they have in their people and the 

land. They have programs related to health, nutrition, education, and agriculture. 

They have before and after school programming to reinforce childrens’ education, 

feed them, and provide a library to improve literacy. They have training for youth 
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in different job opportunities to help give them more opportunities. They teach 

people agricultural skills so they can establish family gardens. Most recently, they 

are working to establish tilapia farms and chicken coupes in each community that 

can be used for food and sold for income, again including the youth of the 

community so they learn new skills and create opportunities. All of this began with 

nothing more than seeing the needs in the community, and committing themselves 

to doing what they could to address the need. And what they found was that each 

person contributing their gifts to these undertakings, their resources expanded 

drastically to meet the need. For example, as they were turning their attention to 

education they needed some guidance. They reached out to Carlos Diaz, who 

founded another school that is a long-time, very successful partner of IPM, the 

organization we traveled with. Carlos shared his gifts to get them going. As he 

became connected and committed to these communities, he informed IPM. IPM 

staff in El Salvador then began building a relationship with the community and 

walking alongside them. As they shared their plans for the tilapia and chicken 

projects with IPM staff, IPM was able to help with some modest funding to get 

them started, and another organization came alongside them to provide the fish to 

start the tilapia farm. Now, because of the actions and commitments from a few 

people who committed their gifts to doing what may have seemed impossible, 

people are learning, finding new opportunities and skills, being fed, and the 

communities are on their way to transformation. As I read the text from John, I 

couldn’t help but recall being with them, sitting around a table passing around 
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mounds of handmade tortillas, eating a feast they’d prepared for us, drinking from 

coconuts we watched them cut down, and mangos as well they pulled from the 

trees to feed us with. Where we may have perceived scarcity, there was abundance 

from the hand of God brought forth through these Salvadorians’ work. It was an 

embodiment of this story; and an incarnation of the goodness of God tasted in food 

and felt in a new community forming around the table, and it exists because a few 

people gave themselves and their resources to a God-given vision, and continue to 

do so. 

     Let us, too, commit ourselves to seeing with eyes of possibility and abundance. 

Let us, too, commit to sharing the resources we have that God’s goodness, 

presence, and life-giving love may be known and experienced. Let us do so trusting 

that God will take what we are able to give, even if we think it’s not enough, and do 

the unimaginable through it, transforming lives and the world into the reality of 

the Kingdom, just as God has done through history in the prophets, in Jesus, and 

through St Lucas for almost 140 years. Friends, as Jesus said, fear not. In God, there 

is always more than enough.    


