
                                                                                                                                                                      

What Is This?    

This brief guide is intended for use individually, or in small groups. It’s your chance to dive deeper into the 

issues raised in the weekend sermon and to connect a Biblical story with your daily life.                                                                                                                                                                                           

Revisit the Text: Luke 4:1-13 

Big Ideas Raised 

“We all have light and dark within us. What matters is the part we choose to act on. That is who we 

really are.” – Sirius Black, Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix 

 Discerning between the light and dark, good or bad, Godly or un-Godly is part of the human 

condition. We all must figure out who we really are, and what kind of impact we will have on 

the world. 

 Jesus, too, went through such discernment in the wilderness after learning he was the Son of 

God. Ultimately he decides against using his power and authority in self-interest, and 

dedicating himself to God and God’s purposes only. 

 While such discernment is part of our journey as individuals, the same is true for us as a 

congregation. In this wilderness time, we must discern who we are and who God would have 

us be. We are called to linger in the wilderness for a moment to wrestle with our identity, 

trusting that we will exit the wilderness knowing more fully who and whose we are, how God is 

calling us to use our many gifts and power, and being more fully connected to one another by 

the Spirit. 

Questions Meant to Dig Deeper 

 Pastor Eric supposes that the ‘devil’ in this story is a metaphor, and that Jesus is really having 

a deep conversation with himself regarding how he will use his power and gifts. Do you agree 

or disagree? Why?  

o Do you believe the devil is real at all? 

 Have you ever had a wilderness moment in your own life? What was it, and what effect did it 

have on your life in the long-term? 

 Who do you believe St. Lucas to be? Who do you believe God is calling us to be? 

 As odd as it may seem, the wilderness is full of possibility. If ANYTHING were possible for St 

Lucas, what would you hope for? 

Revisit the Sermon 

For a recording or a manuscript of this weekend’s sermon, please visit: 

https://www.stlucasucc.org/sermons-resources 
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