
                                                                                                                                                                  

What Is This?    

This brief guide is intended for use individually, or in small groups. It’s your chance to dive deeper into the 

issues raised in the weekend sermon and to connect a Biblical story with your daily life.                                                                                                                                                                                           

Sermon Series 

From June to August, from Mark to John’s gospels, we will follow 

the sermon series of “Walk This Way.” This is to hear the invitation 

from the gospel authors to take up the way just as they did in their 

time. Read Mark’s gospel and this recurring phrase, “the way,” is 

heard as Mark’s singular way of describing what it meant to follow 

Jesus, who invited us then and invites us now to walk this way. 

Revisit the Text 

Mark 2:33-6:6; https://bit.ly/2sFp8Az 

Big Ideas Raised 

 Jesus’ conflict with the Pharisees & the Herodians (representing the religious & political leadership) was 

driven by their anxiety about how he was reaching the common people on behalf of the Kingdom of 

God. Why did they feel threatened? 

 The laws for keeping the Sabbath are explicit and unquestioned but Jesus held a less constrictive view 

about how the law should be observed and drew the ire of his opponents. 

 So incensed were these leaders at Jesus rubbing their faces in his disregard from elevating the law 

over human need, they went out to plot his murder. The irony about all this was that they were plotting 

Jesus’ destruction on the Sabbath. 

Questions Meant to Dig Deeper 

 Jesus and his disciples lived an itinerant life, from place to place, from village to village, sometimes with 

a place to stay and on occasion having a meal provided, but other times not. This story is about a day 

when all they could find to eat was the raw grain from the farmer’s field. Being on a Sabbath, they were 

clearly in violation of Sabbatarian laws. Is it a sin to eat whatever you can find when you’re hungry 

enough? 

 Looking past the man with the withered hand to his critics, Jesus posed the crucial question and 

challenged their constrictive application of the law over the needs of humankind. 

 Codes of behavior and unwritten dress codes are often held against persons in the form of open 

criticism and censure. Are rules about dress and behavior worth the pain inflicted? Are the rules above 

the person? 

Revisit the Sermon 

For a recording or a manuscript of this weekend’s sermon, please visit: https://www.stlucasucc.org/sermons-

resources 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 

June 2-3 

“Jesus the Provocateur” 

By Rev. Keith Herron 
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