
                                                                                                                                                                  

What Is This?    

This brief guide is intended for use individually, or in small groups. It’s your chance to dive deeper into the 

issues raised in the weekend sermon and to connect a Biblical story with your daily life.                                                                                                                                                                                           

Revisit the Text 

Luke 3:1-6;  https://bit.ly/2Bk3CFZ 

Big Ideas Raised 

 We are headed toward Christmas in this advance season of Advent. Things to do, decorations to put 

out, lists to gather of things needing doing. We move through these days as preparatory for Christmas 

Eve and morning. This is a shining, joy-filled season, or at least we pretend that it is. Out of the 

shadows jumps John the Baptist on this second week of Advent. He is unkempt and has the look of 

wildness about him. He is waving his arms and yelling at us to “get ready!” This is the wild man of 

Advent and his loud voice and crazy actions are beyond what we might wish to experience. 

 John the Baptizer was formed and haunted by the Judean wilderness. The wilderness spoken of in the 

Bible is not a desert like the sands of the Sahara in Northern Africa but more like our country’s southern 

border, a wilderness marked by arid and rocky terrain. It was the place where God had been creatively 

at work through the silence and the waiting. Will Willimon wrote, “(The) wilderness is not a place … it’s 

a state of mind … a metaphor to describe a terrifying situation where wild beasts lurk. There are no 

clear paths, (instead, it’s a place where) chaos, temptation and bewilderment reign.” 

 Peace is not about maintaining the status quo. Peace is about striving to be empowered and 

transformed by the presence of God in our midst. To speak in favor of peace always is to find a 

dissenting voice, a voice that articulates what could be – what should be – for followers of Jesus. 

Questions Meant to Dig Deeper 

 How does peace, the theme of the second week of Advent, help us prepare to receive the child in our 
time? “Peace is not about maintaining the status quo.” Is there some specific way in which we are to 
work for peace? 

 Everyone has a hero/heroine in faith … who’s yours? One of mine is Dorothy Day, a part of the mid-
20th century Catholic Worker movement. She’s not an example of faith for being unstained by sin, but 
because of her commitment to framing the faith in the language of justice. Talk about your heroes of 
faith and how they may have helped make peace real. 

 If you could do something tangible on behalf of peace, what would it be? Is this something you can do 
by yourself, or do you need a group, partners in faith to help you act? 
 

Revisit the Sermon 

For a recording or a manuscript of this weekend’s sermon, please visit: https://www.stlucasucc.org/sermons-

resources 
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