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“The Test” 
St. Lucas UCC, St. Louis MO 

Dr. Keith D. Herron, Senior Minister 

The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

Job 1:1, 2:1-10 
Psalm 26; Mark 10:2-16; Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12 

 

 
This handout, Playbill, you received is a reminder that this enigmatic Hebrew story 

about a man named Job is told dramatically. It’s a story of suffering and loss and 

eventual restoration so universal it could be a gothic novel. So universal, this could 

be placed in any historical setting, from the Deep South, to the western frontier, or 

even in the canyons of Wall Street. The Playbill material is given to help you know 
and understand the story, to hear it as a divine parable meant to teach us about 

the difficulty of living even as we face questions about the meaning of life’s 

difficulties we can’t handle. For the four weekends of October, we three ministers 

will be visiting this story with all its big questions and difficult answers. 

 
The journey from where we were last week out of the Epistle of James to where we 

are today in Job is made by James himself where he says tantalizingly, “... you 

have heard of the endurance of Job ...” (James 5:11). Who hasn’t? We’ve heard of 

Job all our lives, especially whenever we’ve taken note of anyone who’s suffered 

repeated losses. 

 
In the drama of Job’s life, the disasters of his downfall are told with startling speed. 

In no time at all, he is stripped of his fortune and all his possessions.  

 The lives of all of his children are snuffed out by a raging desert wind as it 

flattens his house on top of them. 

 All his sheep and goats, the visible signs of his vast wealth, are destroyed. 
 His friends desert him and even his wife turns on him in disgust. 

 In essence, he loses everything that helped give his life meaning. 

 

One after another, the messengers appear ... one announcing their bad news 

before the last one has even finished his report ... all bearing the despairing news 
of one or another tragic loss. 

 

We are fond of saying that for every crime there is a punishment. In Job’s case we 

have the punishment, but where is the crime? Most of us have been raised to think 

that when we do something good, we are rewarded, and when we do something 

bad, we are punished. That’s our first mistake because life doesn’t seem to keep 
these simple rules. Job is exemplary in his conduct. He does it all right and yet life 

doles out one punitive event after another. 
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Part of the problem is that Job is almost too perfect. He had it all and even as his 

life came tumbling down around him, he uttered not a word. But he’s not Everyman 

in this story, he’s Superman. This is not about controlling ourselves in the face of 
calamities. It’s not about maintaining control over our emotions over the things that 

cause the ground to shake under us. This book is about the freedom to ask the 

fiercest questions that haunt us whenever our lives are under siege. 

 

In Job, the story is told so that all of us have some sense of understanding that life 
is a complicated mess filled with both good and evil occurrences. Simplistic answers 

are simply not adequate for the questions that are honest and real. 

 

Questioning why the good suffer is a difficult issue. If you wonder why it is so and 

can’t seem to come up with any adequate answers, you’re in good company. This 

problem has existed philosophically for all time. Only by looking at the issue from 
the standpoint of Christian hope do we find any answers. 

 

Tom Long, former Professor of Preaching at Columbia Theological Seminary, points 

us past the obvious suggestion that Job is only about suffering and patience. 

Instead, it is only as we look beyond the surface issues of the suffering at hand and 
delve into the meaning of our suffering do we understand; only then do we find any 

answers. Long helps us see that suffering stimulates in us in matters of spiritual 

transformation. It is from our struggles with the pain in the world that we are 

allowed to see beyond it so we can grow.1 

 
Leonard Cohen took nearly a decade to write “Anthem,” one of his most popular 

songs. Cohen is more of a poet than a singer, but he’s someone who’s reflected 

deeply on the incongruences of life: “Ring the bells that still can ring, forget your 

perfect offering, there is a crack, a crack in everything, that’s how the light gets in.” 

 

Morris West, the Catholic novelist, paints a picture of the Parousia, or the return of 
Christ to the earth. In his book, The Clowns of God, Christ holds a Down syndrome 

child on his knee serving her the Eucharist and saying to the crowd that gathered 

around them, “What better (sign) could I give than to make this little one whole 

and new? I could do it; but I will not ... I gave this little mite a gift I denied to all of 

you - eternal innocence ... she will never offend me, as all of you have done. She 
will never pervert or destroy the works of my Father’s hands. She is necessary to 

you. She will evoke the kindness that will keep you human.”2 

 

When Diane Komp, Professor of Pediatrics at Yale, asked a group of Downs 

syndrome parents, “If you could rewrite the story of your life, would you wipe out 
this experience without any trace?” Although they would all omit the physical 

suffering of their child, few would want to return to their former philosophy of life. 

She doubts that many of them have “their hard theological questions answered, but 

                                                 
1 Thomas Long, Job: Second Thoughts In the Land of Uz, from Theology Today 

2 West, Morris, The Clowns of God, Morrow, New York, 1981 
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at least, when you ask tough questions, you keep the conversation going. And 

occasionally in the conversation, God interrupts, so to speak, and gets a word or 

two in edgewise.”3 
 

The back page for Playbill is for you to keep the conversation going. It’s meant to 

be used to stir the pot of your thinking, to give you a new path toward a deeper 

faith. Share these thought-provoking questions with your best friend or neighbor. 

Simmer yourself in the questions until some clarity is gained. 
 

© Dr. Keith D. Herron 2018 

                                                 
3 Diane Komp, Theology Today, October, 1988 


