
                                                                                                                                                                  

What Is This?    

This brief guide is intended for use individually, or in small groups. It’s your chance to dive deeper into the 

issues raised in the weekend sermon and to connect a Biblical story with your daily life.                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

Revisit the Text 

Acts 8:26-40; https://bit.ly/2rcmOkw 

Big Ideas Raised 

 In a generational shift, the church has reversed how it is that newbies enter the church. In the 

past, the church would insist that persons would first believe (making an affirmation of faith) 

which would naturally result in behavioral changes, and only then would they be welcomed to 

the fellowship of the church. 

 In our story from Acts, we follow the Spirit-led actions of the new church’s leaders. Philip obeys 

God’s command to leave Jerusalem which put him on the road where he encountered the 

Ethiopian eunuch, a high-ranking official of the Candace, where the Queen of the Ethiopians 

reigned. No name is given to this influential man, but he is regarded for the categories he 

occupied, “eunuch,” Ethiopian, outsider to Judaism. 

 This is the period of time in the development of the early church when they were considering 

what to do with Gentile believers. Some thought they must become Jews before they could be 

admitted to the church of Jesus. Others said no, that they would be welcomed no matter where 

they came from. 

Questions Meant to Dig Deeper 

 The UCC has a motto: “No matter who you are, or where you’ve been, you are welcome here.” 

An open embrace to all persons without qualification is difficult, maybe impossible. Why is it so 

hard to accept persons where they are (as God would receive them)? 

 How odd that we consider God might hate the persons we hate, even using Scriptures to 

support our views & God’s rejection. Is it possible God accepts all persons and expects us to 

do the same? 

 For a church in discernment on issues we’re exploring through the Diversity Team, what would 

it mean for us to consider approving a statement of inclusion and for that proposal to be voted 

down? 

Revisit the Sermon 

For a recording or a manuscript of this weekend’s sermon, please visit: 

https://www.stlucasucc.org/sermons-resources 
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