
                                                                                                                                                                  

What Is This?    

This brief guide is intended for use individually, or in small groups. It’s your chance to dive deeper into the 

issues raised in the weekend sermon and to connect a Biblical story with your daily life.                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

Revisit the Text 

John 15:9-17; https://bit.ly/2rtNxcy 

Big Ideas Raised 

 The old preacher was preaching on the text in James’ book that claims Abraham was “a friend 

of God.” He began the sermon with these words: “Abraham was a friend of God. I’m sure glad 

I’m not a friend of God.” Then proceeded to cite Biblical characters who followed God and 

were challenged in life by suffering, tests of faith, and hard challenges. 

 We think of friendship as being smooth and easy, but often being a friend is a level of intimacy 

that includes all the hard places as well as the smooth stretches. 

 Jesus moved his disciples from being servants to being friends. All this took place in the weeks 

before his trial, death, and crucifixion. Jesus needed more from them than servitude, he 

needed them as intimate partners in ministry. 

 

Questions Meant to Dig Deeper 

 When you’ve suffered a hard experience, have you gained a clearer idea of just who your 

friends really are? What did you do with your disappointment in learning some so-called friends 

weren’t really your friend after all? But there are others who stepped up closer than ever and 

offered their support. How did your idea of friendship change? 

 God calls us to a relationship that deepens beyond what we can do for God, to what we can do 

in partnership with God. We are not just God’s minions, but we are invited in to a deep sense 

of friendship where we and God are united in our service to the world. Is this what a yoke 

might look like? 

 

Revisit the Sermon 

For a recording or a manuscript of this weekend’s sermon, please visit: 

https://www.stlucasucc.org/sermons-resources 
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