
                                                                                                                                                                  

What Is This?    

This brief guide is intended for use individually, or in small groups. It’s your chance to dive deeper into 

the issues raised in the weekend sermon and to connect a Biblical story with your daily life.                                                                                                                                                                                           

Revisit the Text 

Mark 13:1-8; https://bit.ly/2DjCWaH 

Big Ideas Raised 

This vignette is part of a morality play in which Jesus contrasts the hypocrisy of the scribes and 

the Pharisees over against the religious victimization of the poor widow. In fact, this is a small 

scene inside a larger story Jesus tells throughout the second half of Mark’s gospel of how Jesus 

thought the Temple, the magnificent house of God, was a whitewashed tomb where dead things 

are stored.  

 

The woman was one of the “invisible” people we never seem to notice. She was a cipher who 

wandered about in life and no one paid her any mind. They paid no attention to what she did or 

where she went or what she wore because no one saw her. But that’s not altogether true because 

Jesus noticed her. And Jesus pointed her out to his disciples. And because of that both Mark and 

Luke pulled her out from the fringes of anonymity so that some two thousand years later we’re 

noticing her yet. 

 

We recognize that one can give their gift, or one can withhold that gift out of some dubious point 

the giver is trying to make. [In that sense, we should dispense using the word “giver.”] The one 

who has a gift and does not give it to God is taking a vainglorious stand that is both self-serving 

and arrogant. Jesus put a new emphasis on worship and faith using both the hypocrisy of the 

religious leaders and the faithfulness of this simple unseen woman to make his point. So he points 

out that in the action of this simple, powerless woman, a gift is given upon which the whole 

kingdom turns. 

Questions Meant to Dig Deeper 

 We give or we don’t give according to our response to God and God’s offer of grace. “Grace 
given, grace received,” is the mantra. How do you decide on your own what you want to give? 

 Jesus is plain-spoken and suggests that the white-washed tomb of the Temple is where the 
religious hypocrisy of the temple leaders are placed. What do you think about his metaphor? 
How is that descriptive? 

 Is his challenge an adequate message to help us understand how generosity stands in 
contrast to holding back? 

Revisit the Sermon 

For a recording or a manuscript of this weekend’s sermon, please visit: 

https://www.stlucasucc.org/sermons-resources 
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