
 

What Is This?    

This brief guide is intended for use individually, or in small groups. It’s your chance to dive deeper into 

the issues raised in the weekend sermon and to connect a Biblical story with your daily life. 

Revisit the Text 

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29, Mark 11:1-11; https://goo.gl/oqL3ba 

Big Ideas Raised 

 The Psalm and its appearance in the Palm Sunday story reveal a framework of God’s 

goodness and steadfast love that endures forever. 

 Given the context of Jerusalem in the first century (political oppression, religious legitimation, 

and economic exploitation), consider the possibility that Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem had 

planning and intentionality to it to send a particular message to the people of Israel/Jerusalem 

as well as the Roman and religious authorities who benefited from status quo.  

 The procession had the purpose of standing in direct juxtaposition to the deadly and violent 

powers of Rome processing into Jerusalem the same day. The procession sent a message 

that Jesus was king, and was bringing in the peaceful Kingdom of God, pointing to an 

alternative way of structuring life together. The procession also happened at great risk, as 

Jesus knew, yet nothing would stop him from embodying God’s goodness and steadfast love. 

 Deadly systems have persisted in our world yet we have other examples of people confronting 

those systems, even when doing so maybe costly, such as Archbishop Oscar Romero in El 

Salvador and students confronting gun violence now in the US. 

 We too are called to discipleship that is risky in confronting larger systems, but also as we live 

together, sharing ourselves and our lives together in authenticity and vulnerability. In so doing, 

we make God’s goodness and steadfast love known, and make the Kingdom of God a reality. 

Questions Meant to Dig Deeper 

 Do you agree or disagree that Jesus’ entry had planning and intention to it? Why or why not?  

o If not, what other meanings in the story do you see as possibilities? 

 In what other ways and places do you see domination systems, like that under which Jesus 

and his people lived under Rome, persisting today? Are there ways you could imagine you as 

an individual or us as a faith community working against such systems? 

 What other examples of a discipleship that is committed to embodying God’s goodness and 

love in spite of risk or cost have you witnessed?  Who has modeled that for you in your life? 

These could be historical figures or people with whom you had a personal relationship.  

Revisit the Sermon 

Please visit: https://www.stlucasucc.org/sermons-resources 
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