
                                                                                                                                                                  

What Is This?    

This brief guide is intended for use individually, or in small groups. It’s your chance to dive deeper into the 

issues raised in the weekend sermon and to connect a Biblical story with your daily life.                                                                                                                                                                                           

Revisit the Text 

Tom Troeger Reflection on Advent 

Big Ideas Raised 

The songbook of Christmas is rich with the message of God’s love and mercy. This cantata includes 

Scripture. There are hymns we are invited to sing as a congregation and the Choir will sing selections to 

illuminate the theme that comes to us in a question: What does God do with a fragmented world? Answer? 

God moves in mystery and hope, sending messengers who come bearing God’s mercy to the world. Here 

are the messengers sent from God: 

 

• Prophets 

• Angels 

• Nearby shepherds 

• Mary 

• The visit by the Magi 

• Simeon 

• Isaiah’s specific prophecies about the Messiah 

 

What does God do with a fragmented world? God encourages the dreamers to see beyond the horizon to 

the day of redemption that is coming. We live in a world where technology does not always draw us 

together; where it often makes us arrogant about what we know. And where those without the technology 

are left out of a global economy. God sings in our hearts what God sang to Isaiah, “For he grew up before 

him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that we should look at 

him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. He was despised and rejected by others; a man 

of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; and as one from whom others hide their faces.” (Isaiah 53:2-3a) 

Questions Meant to Dig Deeper 

 Can you see the messengers of God that populate this season and the story of Jesus coming into 

history (time and place)? The central vision of this season of Advent is to reflect upon the extraordinary 

truth that a baby was born who came to live and point all of us to God? 

 What can you do to strip away all the glitter, all the pressure, all the ways in which the birth of Jesus 

helps us connect to God? 

 What will you do to follow your instincts to make Jesus a shining light for you in this season, in this time 

in your life? 

Revisit the Sermon 

For a recording or a manuscript of this weekend’s sermon, please visit: https://www.stlucasucc.org/sermons-

resources 
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