
                                                                                                                                                                      

What Is This?    

This brief guide is intended for use individually, or in small groups. It’s your chance to dive deeper into the 

issues raised in the weekend sermon and to connect a Biblical story with your daily life.                                                                                                                                                                                           

Revisit the Text: John 12:1-8 

Big Ideas Raised 

 Being a good neighbor means that we give to others, but it also means we receive the gifts that others 

would offer. Otherwise, we risk creating relationships with an imbalance of power, risk creating 

unnecessary dependence, and risk denying our neighbors’ dignity. 

 Mary, perhaps a model of discipleship, receives the gifts that Christ has to offer, but, in gratitude, she 

gives gifts to him. She and her family open their home, serve him a meal, and then she extravagantly 

pours a very expensive perfume over his feet, wiping the excess away with her hair, in an 

extraordinarily generous, humble, and loving act. 

 Jesus, who just raised Lazarus, Mary’s brother, from death, and is known for his own extravagant acts 

of feeding others, known for his own extravagant acts of generosity and love, gratefully receives the 

invitation into Mary’s home, the gifts of the table they’ve prepared for him, and then Mary’s 

extraordinary gift.  

 The most life-giving, transformative relationships are those that are based on giving, receiving, and truly 

taking care of one another. 

Questions Meant to Dig Deeper 

 What are the most meaningful relationships in your life? When they are healthiest, do you find that the 

parties are giving and receiving? How? 

 Pastor Eric suggests that personal and even well intentioned missional efforts that are rooted in one 

party doing all of the giving can create imbalanced relationships that may even result in situations of 

dependence or the loss of one’s dignity. Do you agree? Why or why not? 

o Have you ever experienced or witnessed such an imbalance? 

 Are there ways that you can imagine yourself creating more balanced relationships of giving and 

receiving in your personal life? 

 Through Bridge Bread and Lydia’s House, we currently support organizations that are focused on 

balanced relationships; on the reciprocity of giving and receiving and on creating a situation where 

those they serve can exercise their own agency over their lives. What other ways might St. Lucas 

engage in mission in a way that moves beyond ‘charity’ toward creating reciprocal relationship that 

create space for giving, receiving, and the exercise of agency by those we seek to serve? 

Revisit the Sermon 

For a recording or a manuscript of this weekend’s sermon, please visit: https://www.stlucasucc.org/sermons-

resources 
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