
                                                                                                                                                                  

What Is This?    

This brief guide is intended for use individually, or in small groups. It’s your chance to dive deeper into 

the issues raised in the weekend sermon and to connect a Biblical story with your daily life.                                                                                                                                                                                           

Revisit the Text 

John 18:33-37; https://bit.ly/1L4Miok 

Big Ideas Raised 

 Both Pilate and the Chief Priests who handed him over are operating out of fear they will lose power 

and privilege. Such fear blinds them to the truth Jesus embodied and revealed.  

 The Kingdom of God operates under different values than kingdoms of the world, having no borders 

and rejecting violence, domination, and fear as ways of being. As followers of Christ, we are citizens of 

this kingdom in the here and now, following Christ’s leadership and example, embodying the truth of 

God’s love, grace, justice, and peace, should we choose to do so. 

 We are called to live under the Lordship of Christ, wholly dedicating ourselves to him, God’s truth 

revealed in him, and the Kingdom of God, not allowing anything else to dictate our actions or get in the 

way of that. 

 We can have faith and trust in following Christ’s voice and truth, as the truth of his life, teaching, and 

witness, is validated in the resurrection.  

 The resurrection reveals that God’s will shall not be defeated, and God’s will for the world will come to 

pass. We help it break it into the world every time we live out Christ’s truth and follow him where he 

leads.   

Questions Meant to Dig Deeper 

 Pilate asks Jesus what he’s done that landed him there, to which Jesus responds describing his 
kingdom. So what has he done? Why do you think his life/teachings were deemed so dangerous? 

 Judging by what you know of the life/teaching/ministry of Jesus, how else may his Kingdom be 
different, and operate under different values, than the realms of the world? 

 Pastor Eric gives several examples from contemporary society where we see fear or other loyalties 
given more authority than the truth revealed in Christ we are called to follow and live under. 1) Do you 
agree or disagree with those statements? 2) Are there other examples of ways/places this is 
happening?  

 This text causes us to have some honest self-reflection. Are there fears or other things in your life that 
keep you from fully living under the reign of Christ, fully dedicated to the work/values of the Kingdom? 
Are there fears or other things in the life of our congregation that you think keep us from participating in 
God’s mission fully, thus keeping us from fully being the community God calls us to be?  

Revisit the Sermon 

For a recording or a manuscript of this weekend’s sermon, please visit: https://www.stlucasucc.org/sermons-

resources 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 

November 24-25 

“The Truth To Which We Are Dedicated” 

By Rev. Eric Moeller 

https://www.stlucasucc.org/sermons-resources
https://www.stlucasucc.org/sermons-resources

