
                                                                                                                                                                  

What Is This?    

This brief guide is intended for use individually, or in small groups. It’s your chance to dive deeper into the 

issues raised in the weekend sermon and to connect a Biblical story with your daily life.                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

Revisit the Text 

I John 3:16-24; https://bit.ly/2FcJFAH 

Big Ideas Raised 

 This epistle of writings are ascribed to John (some believe this is the contribution of a John community 

at the end of the first century) and they are obviously the thoughts of a very mature perspective as the 

writer has found the foundational ideas upon which our belief in God is based. Two large ideas are 

described: Love and Faith. They play off one another as if there were two moons circling in 

independent orbits. 

 One of the most difficult tasks for any church is to love one another. So simple in concept, so difficult to 

do. John poses the question as, “How can we say we love God and ignore one another when in need?” 

John points out that what is often missing is the heartfelt compassion of Jesus toward one another. 

 Love is not a matter of word or speech. Love can only be seen, not verbalized. Love is action that 

embodies this truth. 

 “We read the Bible like a self-help book, not as a call to obedience. We love finding the truths that tune 

up our marriage, but skip over the stuff that challenges our politics” 1 

Questions Meant to Dig Deeper 

 Consider the story in this week’s sermon of the man who had been beaten and robbed and who then 

sought a meal at the local Catholic church. When the man asked one of the volunteers about why they 

offered a meal with no conditions, no requisite attendance at some preaching by the priest, or no other 

requirement in order to be fed, the volunteer pointed out the purpose of their offered meal as “Caritate 

dei,” or, “out of love for God.” 

 We typically think of belief as a summation of things we hold to be true centered on our faith in God. Is 

it possible our faith is not faith at all unless we find an outlet for faith that is lived? 

 Can you see how John’s 2 large ideas are connected? Can one exist without the other? 

Revisit the Sermon 

For a recording or a manuscript of this weekend’s sermon, please visit: https://www.stlucasucc.org/sermons-

resources 

                                                           
1 Ken Massey, “Christian Perspectives on Healthy, Sickness and Ministry,” Christian Life Commission Workshop, Austin, TX February 

1997 
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