
 

What Is This?    

This brief guide is intended for use individually, or in small groups. It’s your chance to dive deeper into 

the issues raised in the weekend sermon and to connect a Biblical story with your daily life. 

Revisit the Text 

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22; https://bit.ly/2SRyoNP 

Big Ideas Raised 

• Baptism is the beginning of a new way of being. The baptism Jesus and the many in the 

text underwent represented a repentance from, or breaking with, the values and ways of 

the old, evil age, and a dedication to the living our of the values and ways of God’s realm.  

• In our tradition, such commitment to a new path, a new beginning, really comes at 

confirmation. Confirmation, however, is an affirmation of our baptisms and an extension of 

our baptism. The ritual serves the same purpose of dedicating ourselves to a new path, and  

giving us a new identity as part of the community participating in God’s movement in the 

world.  

• The Spirit and the revelation about Jesus’ identity happen after his baptism while he is 

praying, which he does often in the Gospel of Luke. As with Jesus, while baptism happens 

only once, prayer and our spiritual practices, whatever they may be, happen continually, 

and keep us connected to our source that makes it possible for us to live into the covenant 

promises we make during our baptisms/confirmation.     

Questions Meant to Dig Deeper 

• What does it mean to you that Jesus himself was baptized? 

• What does your baptism and/or confirmation mean to you? Was your life and behavior 

different afterward? 

• How do you sustain your connection to our Source? In other words, what spiritual practices 

do you use in your life to equip you and keep you moving on the journey of faith? 

Revisit the Sermon 

For a recording or a manuscript of this weekend’s sermon, please visit: 

https://www.stlucasucc.org/sermons-resources 
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