
                                                                                                                                                                      

What Is This?    

This brief guide is intended for use individually, or in small groups. It’s your chance to dive deeper into the 

issues raised in the weekend sermon and to connect a Biblical story with your daily life.                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

Revisit the Text: Luke 6:17-26 

Big Ideas Raised 

From the sermon: “These words are best understood as a window in which we understand that the Kingdom of 

God is an inverted world. What is up in our limited human understanding is truly down in a spiritual sense. 

Jesus is pointing us to a new way of seeing the world. Luke is telling us that when Jesus came down off the 

mountain where he was praying, he came down to where all the people were and he stood with them on level 

ground. This is another way of Luke emphasizing what Jesus has already so eloquently said, that his ministry 

was intended for all those who are poor, for the captives, for the blind and for all those who are oppressed. It’s 

a gospel that Jesus said was meant for everyone, not just for the privileged and the rich and the powerful.” 

The Sermon on the Plain is tougher than the Sermon on the Mount. The wiggle room we all seek is harder to 

find. Its power is in its simplicity: poor, hungry, weeping, hated. No wonder we have only heard Jesus’ sermon 

from Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount. 

Like the opening metaphor of the scientific test of how a person adapts to the convex lens slowly until a full 

inversion in perceptivity is achieved, we hear the inverted good news that Jesus came to preach. This is the 

sermon that illustrates Jesus’ mission that he declared as his purpose in his hometown Nazareth. Read  

This sermon is built on a platform of hearing Jesus make a claim for his purpose and then watching him as he 

lives out that calling. More than that, we are consider our life as Christ’s followers and to accept the challenge 

of living out that calling. 

Thus, we are to see the now as the beginning of the eventuality of the Kingdom of God made real in the future. 

Questions Meant to Dig Deeper 

 How do you deal with Jesus describing God’s blessing in such tough terms (poverty, hunger, despair, 

rejection)? 

 In order to do that we must confront what Jesus pairs with these realities the woes (rich, full, laughing, 

loved)? 

 How does the church that embodies these woes as ideals find the power of living into the blessings 

Jesus describes? What would have to happen for us to do this? 

Revisit the Sermon 

For a recording or a manuscript of this weekend’s sermon, please visit: https://www.stlucasucc.org/sermons-

resources 
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