
 

What Is This?    

This brief guide is intended for use individually, or in small groups. It’s your chance to dive deeper into 

the issues raised in the weekend sermon and to connect a Biblical story with your daily life. 

Revisit the Text 

John 6: 35, 41-45; https://bit.ly/2MLJNLW 

Big Ideas Raised 

• Ironically, the people who had first-hand, eye witness accounts of Jesus’ ministry weren’t so sure 

about all that he claimed. They had a hard time believing that this man they knew, the son of 

Joseph and Mary who they also knew, was actually the Son of God.   

• Believing is a central theme for the Gospel of John. The verb “believe” is found 99 times in this 

book, compared to just 11 times in Matthew, 14 times in Mark, and only 9 times in Luke.  

• Believe has become a buzz word for the inspirational products market. The word is a loaded term, 

one of inspiration and encouragement. However, believe is just a word, not a sentence. Imperative 

is the notion of what we believe. 

Questions Meant to Dig Deeper 

• American Athlete John Wooden, a member of the Basketball Hall of Fame as both a player and a 

coach, once said, “If I were ever prosecuted for my religion, I truly hope there would be enough 

evidence to convict me.” I think this quote gets at the point I was making in my sermon. If you were 

on trial for being a Christian, would there be enough evidence to convict you?  

• American environmentalist Julia Butterfly Hill lived in a 1500-year-old California Redwood tree for 

738 days in protest of its removal. She believed that that tree’s life was a sacred as her own. How 

do you live out your beliefs? Have you ever had to stick your neck out or go against the crowd to do 

so?  

• St. Lucas has a page on our website called, “What we believe”. I invite you to read through this 

page and reflect upon those statements. How do you feel about these beliefs? Do any challenge 

you or excite you in particular? How do you think that these beliefs are being lived out in our 

common life together as a church? Here’s the link: https://www.stlucasucc.org/what-we-believe 

Revisit the Sermon 

For a recording or a manuscript of this weekend’s sermon, please visit: https://www.stlucasucc.org/sermons-

resources 
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