
                                                                                                                                                                      

What Is This?    

This brief guide is intended for use individually, or in small groups. It’s your chance to dive deeper into the 

issues raised in the weekend sermon and to connect a Biblical story with your daily life.                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

Revisit the Text: Isaiah 55:1-9 

Big Ideas Raised 

“What happens when you read life through scarcity rather than from God’s abundance? You see your 

existence as lacking, rather than full. You end up seeing life as an empty scramble for more. Because your 

soul’s pantry is sparse, you tend to hoard what you have in stingy self-protection - for tomorrow it may be 

empty. You learn to look upon all of life as the struggle to hold in reserve our meager lives and don’t recognize 

we are surrounded by God’s blessings.” 

The sermon is built on the shoulders of a long metaphor comparing God’s kingdom to an elegant restaurant 

where the hospitality is open, the food is exquisite, and the welcome is overtly a picture of God’s grace. 

Another quote from the sermon: “It becomes apparent that when we finally come to terms with the love and 

grace of God, we realize we are being welcomed into a world where life is savored like a fine wine and that 

food can transcend itself to become a fine meal where God welcomes us as though our arrival has been 

anticipated since the dawn of time. In that way, we enter into God’s gracious welcome not because we could 

ever pay for such a meal, but because God wants us to sit at God’s table.” 

St. Lucas is in a season of exploration about the nature of a generous welcome and affirmation of self for all 

persons. If not this, where are the lines drawn to qualify the limitations of grace? The UCC denomination has 

bravely pioneered this welcoming and affirming position. 

Questions Meant to Dig Deeper 

 From the metaphor in the sermon of the elegance and generosity of the restaurant, can you sense 

God’s welcome to you? Can you see that even you have been included in God’s love? 

 Churches need to experience this kind of grace and then they must live this grace out in their ministries. 

Can St. Lucas UCC become this kind of open and affirming congregation during this time of transition? 

 Can we move with confidence into the future knowing we are called to serve the world by modeling 

God’s love and grace? 

 What’s holding us back from taking God’s welcome to heart and to find our own role to play in 

extending God’s welcome to all we know? 

 

Revisit the Sermon 

For a recording or a manuscript of this weekend’s sermon, please visit: https://www.stlucasucc.org/sermons-

resources 
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