
                                                                                                                                                                  

What Is This?    

This brief guide is intended for use individually, or in small groups. It’s your chance to dive deeper into the 

issues raised in the weekend sermon and to connect a Biblical story with your daily life.                                                                                                                                                                                           

Revisit the Text 

John 2:1-11; https://bit.ly/1RJFUFn 

Big Ideas Raised 

 The Wedding at Cana is treasured for many reasons with wisdom regarding extravagant welcome, 

pastoral care, and even preparation/readiness. It is found only in John’s gospel, which includes the “6 

Signs” of Jesus’ divinity. This water-into-wine miracle is John’s first sign. (Although if you ask me, 

surviving Herrod’s plot to kill him was kind of a miracle too. As was his conception in the virgin Mary’s 

womb.)  

 God is once again showing his preferential treatment for transforming the ordinary into the 

extraordinary. Water, like bread or a coin, becomes a divine prop in this narrative, ever reminding us of 

the intricacy of God’s world, the scope of God’s dominion.  

 Jesus once again establishes the Kingdom of Heaven as topsy-turvy. Throughout his teachings we can 

observe this counter-cultural way in which the last are first, the rich are poor, and in this case, the best 

wine is served last. 

Questions Meant to Dig Deeper 

 How does rethinking the “water-into-wine" as “dirty water-into-wine" change the meaning of this 

passage for you? Are you moved by the divine’s example of going to extremes, from dirty water to the 

finest vintage?  

 What have you all but given up on in your life? What dream have you deferred? What person have you 

completely written off? Can you see how God might be ready and able to meet you exactly in those 

situations? Instead of praying that he will, how can you take action and live into that miracle yourself? In 

other words, how can you ‘do whatever he tells you to do’?   

 Heavy on my heart this week was whether or not to include my own “dirty water” as an alcoholic. On 

one hand, the preaching moment is not about the pastor at all, it's about the Holy Spirit. On the other 

hand, sharing a testimony can be very effective ministry. Pastors aren’t the only ones who walk that fine 

line - bosses, parents, any one in a position to teach others must decide what is appropriate and what 

is an overshare. Being vulnerable is never easy, but the results can be divine! Think back to a time 

when opening-up about your life was undeniably divine, either for you or for the person you were 

opening up too. Do you feel brave enough to share your experience with your small group? 

Revisit the Sermon 

For a recording or a manuscript of this weekend’s sermon, please visit: https://www.stlucasucc.org/sermons-

resources 
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