Lent 2020 at St. LLuecas UCC

“There are better things ahead

than any we leave behind.”

LENT: A MIRROR OF OUR ANXIETY
Weekend Worship During Lent

Lent is a time when Christians Jrroo|i’rion<:1||y join with Jesus
on pi| rimage, goin with him on his way to Jerusalem
and o(ﬁ that awaits him Jrherel. One of the redlities of his
journey is that it made Jesus followers, others around him, LENT: AMIRROR OF OUR @
anad on occasion, Jesus imse 1(, very anxious. JesusI

constant talk about dyin reQHy unsettled his a n x 1 e
supporters. His constant ?OR about God overJrhrowing and

revamping the way Judaism was practiced greatly LENT SERMON SERIES WITH REV. DR. BILL SMUTZ
unsettled ?he Jewis?iu re|igious leaders. Speoking suc

unsethg truths also proved to be stressful and anxiety
producing for Jesus himself.

The most recent conflict at St. Lucas grew out of, and was intensified by, the anxiety experienced

individually as well as corporo’re|y within the congregation. An important aspect of interim-time work

will be seeling ways fo lessen the con rego’rion's sys?emic anxiety. Reduced anxiety will he|p Council

and committees, members/friends, s’ro?ﬂ and all the other less-formal pieces of the congregation grow less
oro|yzeo|. Through becoming |ess—cmxious, hopefu”y all can begin to function again in more emoﬁono”y

ﬁeloy ways. Bugr3 to be c|eo1r, becoming ess-anxious as individuo|s, and less-anxious as a congregc’rion,

is ongoing work, erwoJr be|ongs to everyone.

Lent provides the opportunity to better understand what makes us anxious. Lent also invites us to learn
to be less anxious, and frocﬁce emotional ski||—bui|o|ing - with the ?ocﬂ of the St. Lucas community

growing fo be the emo iono”y heloy, foﬁhfu”y vibrant congregation that we all want it to be.

The Gospe| message is o|woys one of ultimate hope! God does not abandon us to our anxiety. God
instead promises fo o|woys be present with us. Easter resurrection invites us beyond Lenten anxiety to
God's new possibihﬁes. Yet, Lent reminds us, that there is no s’rroithr line from anxiety to

Resurrection. Instead, there is o|woys a journey Jr|'1roug|'1 which we have the opportunity for new
|eorning, persono| growfh, growth as a congregation, the death of bad habits and destructive patterns of
behavior, and - inthe end - the overwhe|ming gh(Jr of love, in which we are invited to embrace new

ways of |iving, acting, and be|ieving to the g|ory of God!



HOLY WEEK

April 9th - Maundy Thursday
Worship & Communion at 7 PM*
April 10th - Good Friday

Prayer Vigil from 9 AM - 11 AM
Worship at Noon and 7 PM*
April 11th - Holy Saturday

Easter Egg Hunt ot 9 AM

No \)\/orship

April 12th - Easter Sunday
\)\/orship at 8 AM (ConJremporory);
9 AM* and 11 AM* (Traditional)

*Childcare available

WOMEN'S BOOK STUDY
On Monday, March 30th, ot 7 PM dll
women are invited fo tea and a book
discussion of "And God Came In" by Lyle W.
Dorsett. We will gather at Jill Meyer's house
(12763 Weber Hill Rd.) to talk about this
interesting woman's progression from a
bohemian, o a communist, o a committed
Christian. The book is available for purchose
on many sites. Please add your name fo the
sign up sheet in the Welcome Center if you
are p|onning to attend. For any questions or
additional information contact Michele

at mottinger@stlucasucc.org.

CLOTHING DRIVE

Fill the wardrobe in the Welcome Center with
new socks and underwear - all sizes - to share
with our mission porfnersl Questions? Contact

Michele at mottinger@stlucasucc.org.

FACEBOOK DEVOTIONALS

Follow us on Facebook for some daily
inspiration from the CS. Lewis Bible - we will
start posting on Ash Wednesdoy, Februory

26th! www . facebook.com/stlucasucc

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Dinner and a Documen+ary: March 4

We will kick off our Wednesday night
dinners on March 4th and will be showing a
CS. Lewis documen’rory. Dinner is served
from 5:30 - 615 PM. Film begins at 6 PM in
the Social Hall. RSVP BY SATURDAY,
FEBRUARY 29TH IN THE WELCOME
CENTER!

Wednesday Night Dinners & Worship:
March 11 - April 1

Meals will be served from 5:30 - 6:15 PM in
the Social Hall, then we will move to the
Sanctuary to watch clips from the film, The

Chronicles of Narnia and to spend a time of

reflection Jroge’rher at 6:30 PM.

Please RSVP for each meal by the weekend
before A free-will offering will be collected

at each meal and a donation of $5/per

person is suggesfecl.

EASTER EGG HUNT

The St. Lucas Easter Egg Hunt is scheduled
for Saturday, April 11, 2020 from 9 AM -
.30 AM. We are |ool<ing for donations, this
could include any of the fo||owing: filled
p|os’ric eggs, toys for prizes, gh(’r cards for
prizes ($5-10), or monetary donations to
he|p with the expenses. Also, if you are

interested in he|ping, p|eose sign up on the
bulletin board.

Everyone is welcome. As in years past, we
are asking all atfendees to bring a donation
for the Little Free Pantry. Please feel free to
contact Russ Cottle (rcottle3@hotmail.com)
or Stacy TyH(o (s+y|ko@chor+er.ne+)wi’rh any

questions.



